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Malcolm Price Laboratory School 
• NEYISLETTE 
Volume IV 
Field House Update 
by Linda Fernandez 
IT] hroughout the year, plans have continued for the replacement of the Field 
House. The Renaissance 
Design Group-Bussard Dikis 
architectural firm has been contracted 
to design the facility. Their team met 
with UNI personnel representing the 
Laboratory School, Facilities Planning, 
and Physical Plant in the fall to create 
the design for a facility which would 
meet our current and future needs. 
Since the construction of the Field 
House over thirty years ago, the 
physical education and athletic 
programs have changed substantially. 
A focus on wellness and the rapid 
growth of girls' sports are major 
contributors to needed changes in the 
facility. Talcing into consideration the 
new needs of programs, the design 
team created a facility which would 
accommodate today's programs and 
meet the construction codes of today. 
The original design has been through 
many changes, always keeping in mind 
that the goal is to create as much 
useable facility as possible for the 
budget we anticipate. 
The Field House design must be 
approved by UNI and the Board of 
Regents. Following their approval, 
adjustments may be made, bids taken, 
and then construction will begin. 
Construction, from ground-brealcing to 
dedication, is estimated at twelve 
months. 
There is a parallel process 
occurring which will make or break our 
Field House plans. As a part of the 
annual budget, Governor Brandstad 
requested bonding authority for Board 
of Regents facilities, one of which is 
our Field House replacement. The 
decision is now in the hands of the 
Iowa Legislature. If bonding authority 
is granted, we will proceed with the 
construction of the Field House. As 
more information becomes available 
we will keep you informed. 
"Where Are We 
Having PE Today?" 
by Bob Lee 
This has to be the question asked 
most frequently by PLS students this 
year. Possible answers include: on the 
stage, in the cafeteria, in your room, in 
the hallway by the trophy case, in the 
hallway by the weight room, in the 
weight room, in the pool, at the West 
Gym, or on the Nielsen Ice Rink! 
Things have not been the same for 
all the students or staff of PLS since the 
loss of Nielsen Field House. Despite 
the program changes we have suffered, 
a strong survivor spirit has kept us 
going through many inconveniences 
and scheduling nightmares. 
Fortunately the fall weather was nice 
enough for us to maintain a regular 
routine outdoors. The winter season 
has been something else however. 
Creativity and innovation have come to 
the rescue and our students have been 
outstanding in their willingness to 
cooperate. 
Elementary students can be seen in 
their classrooms playing volleyball on 
their knees with a beach ball, playing 
Issue VI 
'four square' in the lobby, doing 
forward rolls on mats laid on the stage, 
jogging up and down the aisles in the 
auditorium, running basketball drills in 
the cafeteria, and doing step aerobics in 
the hall by the weight room. 
Swimming remains the constant 
highlight on their schedule as they 
continue to swim one day each week. 
Coach Bucknam, Coach Waack, Coach 
Lee and their student teachers have 
used every venue available and are 
always looking for more ways to make 
the best of a less than positive situation. 
Middle school students have been 
more fortunate. They go to the West 
Gym for classes which has allowed a 
more "normal" class routine. Each 
grade (6,7,8) has PE/Wellness two 
hours per day for two six-week periods 
during the year. They also use the new 
Nielsen Ice Rink for broomball and are 
looking forward to going bowling later 
in the semester. In addition, Coach 
Myers teaches classroom units on 
healthy choices and lessons from the 
Quest curriculum during the 
exploratory periods in the afternoon. 
Coach Vis, Coach Phipps, and their 
student teachers have done an excellent 
job with scheduling and transporting 
groups around campus. High school 
students have made tremendous use of 
the weight room. By meeting certain 
criteria in five areas (bench press, leg 
press, dips, pull ups, and vertical jump) 
they work to earn T-shirts. To date, 
sixty T-shirts have been earned! Step 
aerobics has also been an enjoyable 
way to burn away those holiday 
calories and get the heart pumping. 
Methods students in university teacher 
education courses have also taught 
these students two-week units on line 
dancing and fencing. Despite the cold 




By Dody Olson 
The Elementary Handbook 
identifies two procedures for notifying 
the school in the event of a student 
absence. It states, "If a child must be 
absent for a doctor's appointment or 
some other scheduled event, the teacher 
should be notified ahead of time and a 
note explaining the absence should 
accompany the student upon returning 
to school. When a child is absent due 
to illness, the school nurse should be 
called at 273-2348. Upon returning to 
school, and prior to returning to the 
classroom, the child should check in at 
the Health Office with a note from a 
parent explaining the absence." 
Attendance is taken at 
approximately 8:45 am by the teacher, 
student teacher or student helper. This 
information is routinely written on the 
blackboards in the individual 
classrooms. The teacher associates 
make rounds gathering this information 
on an attendance form. The students 
name, grade and teacher are identified. 
In addition, the reason for the absence 
is documented if known. The teacher 
associates bring this form to the health 
office between 9:00 and 9:30 each 
morning. As soon as the nurse is able 
she reviews the absences adding any 
information which has been called to 
her (273-2348) or left on the answering 
machine. Then, as time permits, she 
makes calls to the parents/guardians 
that have not yet provided reasons: 1) 
to confirm that the parent knows the 
child is not in school and 2) to 
ascertain whether or not the child has 
anything contagious that all parents/ 
guardians need to be informed about; 
i.e., chicken pox, ·strep throat, etc. 
We can not guarantee that these 
calls will be made every day but it is 
our intent that it will be done. Parents 
can facilitate this process by 
communicating with the school 
regarding each and every absence their 
child experiences. This will cut down 
dramatically on the number of calls 
required each day. 
This procedure has a few trouble 
spots. If a child is late and arrives after 
attendance is taken and this information 
is not changed on the blackboard or the 
teacher associate is not informed after 
they have made their rounds and filled 
out the attendance form, then the nurse 
will not know the student has arrived 
and will call the parent/guardian. That 
will then necessitate a quick check of 
the child's classroom and a re-call to 
the parent to allay their anxiety. We 
are working internally to remedy this 
problem. Parents can help by seeing 
that their child is here on time or by 
having the child check in to the Health 
Office before going to his/her 
classroom. Another problem can arise 
if the parent calls the teacher but this 
information is not communicated to the 
teacher associate, who then cannot add 
the information to the attendance form. 
We have taken steps to improve our 
communication of this information. 
Parents are always encouraged to call 
the Health Office in addition to the 
classroom teacher and leave a message 
on the machine if the nurse does not 
answer. 
Obviously, this is not a perfect 
system but it does work the majority of 
the time. We appreciate your input and 
any suggestions you may have for 
improvement Please do not hesitate to 
call the Health Office or the 




by Lynn Nielsen 
PLS is known throughout the state 
as a model school as well as a training 
site for prospective teachers. Educators 
from the schools of Iowa interested in 
developing new reading programs, 
investigating multi-age grouping or 
implementing innovative mathematics 
curricula are frequent visitors to Price 
Laboratory School. On February 11, 
1994, however, the tables were turned. 
From Cedar Rapids to Sioux City, 
groups of PLS teachers were the guests 
of public school teachers in classrooms 
ranging from pre-school to high school. 
Designed to give the faculty an 
opportunity to network with their 
colleagues in the public schools, faculty 
explored such diverse educational 
issues as full-inclusion special 
education and integrated science and 
mathematics. Following these visits, 
teachers shared their observations at 
regularly scheduled faculty meetings. 
This novel approach to inservice 
education is in itself a manifestation of 
the Laboratory School's commitment to 
faculty development and innovation. 
"Where Are We Having PE Today?" 
continued from page one 
weather, broom ball has become a 
favorite outside activity. Juniors have 
participated in racquetball at the West 
Gym and in mid-February bowling 
began for all groups. The pool is also 
getting a workout while we attempt to 
get through the winter. 
As we all eagerly await word on 
the rebuilding of the field house, thanks 
has to pe given to the many people who 
have gone out of their way to help 
make this difficult situation more 
bearable: elementary/middle school/ 
high school faculty, administrators, 
secretaries, cooks, custodians, bus 
drivers, faculty of the school of 
HPELS, and many more. The biggest 
thanks has to go to PLS students who 
keep asking "Where?", and cooperate 
even when the answer is a surprise. 
Student Led Conferences In 
6th - 7th Gra e 
by Me"ie Schroeder 
Sixth- and seventh-grade middle 
school students will be trying 
something different this spring when it 
comes time for parent conferences. 
They will be in charge of relating to 
their parents how their third quarter 
progressed for them. During the entire 
quarter, students will be gathering up 
evidence of quality work in all of their 
subject areas throughout their day. 
Toward the end of the quarter, students 
will examine all their work and select 
the pieces that correspond to the 
outcomes of our middle school, listed 
at the end of this article. They will be 
given time to practice their 
presentation, and will invite their 
parents to sign up for a time to come to 
the conference. The advisor will be 
present for the conference, but will not 
actively participate in it. 
Parents will still receive the end-
of-quarter progress reports from each 
teacher. If parents would like to have 
further conversations about the 
student's achievements, a parent-
teacher conference can be scheduled by 
the parent 
An increasing number of schools 
are changing from teacher-led to 
student-led conferences for several 
reasons, including the fact that students 
know their work best, and can speak 
most accurately about their strengths 
and goals for improvement The tone 
for these conferences is always 
positive, with the emphasis being on 
celebrating past accomplishments and 
looking forward to even higher quality 
of work next quarter. 
Conferences for all students will be 
held on April 4. We expect the 
presentations to last about 15 minutes. 
Invitations to sign up for a time will be 
sent in March. 
Eighth grade conferences will be 
held in the usual format since parents, 
teachers and students will want to 
discuss the upcoming high school 
registration procedures and the outlook 
for the high school experience. 
"As a student at Northern University 
Middle School, I am 
a literate communicator, 
a self-directed learner, 
a complex thinker, 
an involved citizen, and 





by Mary Beth Kueny 
Ten to fifteen NU high school 
students will be participating in the 
Iowa High School Model United 
Nations Conference. This Model UN 
Conference is being held on the campus 
of UNI April 14 - April 16. 
Approximately 7 5 schools will be 
participating in the thirtieth (30th) 
Annual Model UN session, including 
Price Lab. Every school is assigned at 
least one country to focus on and 
represent at the conference. NU will be 
representing Germany. The faculty 
sponsor for this year is Mary Beth 
Kueny. 
The primary task of any model 
United Nations is to provide an 
educational experience for its 
participants. The areas for this 
experience are almost unlimited, but if 
the delegate is to make the most of this 
opportunity he/she must be prepared to 
learn. This preparation is much more 
than just knowing how his/her country 
has voted for the last 25 years and in 
which power bloc he/she belongs. 
Each delegate to the Model United 
Nations faces a challenging task. He/ 
she must study carefully and be 
prepared to state briefly and clearly, the 
positions actually held by the country 
he/she 11represents on one or more 
major world issues. He/she must 
understand the views held by other 
countries on these issues, and be ready 
to defend and sometimes modify his/ 
her position in public debate. 
He/she may be expected to deliver 
a prepared speech at a plenary session 
or in a committee meeting. He/she may 
find it necessary to undertake inf orrnal 
negotiations with other delegations to 
rally support for a resolution or make 
an impromptu statement explaining his/ 
her vote. 
The success of the Model United 
Nations depends solely on the 
delegates. 
Good luck to those delegates from 
NU in representing Germany in April. 
Mlddle School 
Planners Update 
by Merrie Schroeder 
Yes, parents, the planners are still 
to be in full use. When you ask your 
child to see his/her planner, it should be 
there. Eighth grade students were 
given the opportunity, for their last 
semester in middle school, to buy their 
own planners rather than use the 
school-produced planner. The 
expectations are still the same: all 
students in grades six through eight are 
expected to note .their assignments due. 
Sixth and seventh grade students are 
also to write daily summaries of all 
their classes, not just the morning 
classes. Some parents are requesting 
special daily or weekly notes to be 
written between the parent and the 
teacher. If you are not on this system, 
but would like to be, simply contact the 
team leader: 6th grade - Mr. 
Vanderwall (273-2572), 7th grade -
Mrs. Pedersen (273-6047), 8th grade -
Mrs. Brasch (273-2414). 
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by Leonard Upham 
The next three months are busy 
ones for the music students and faculty. 
Following are the events that are 
scheduled--more information will 
follow in the April newsletter: 
March 11, 12, and 13 -- "Oliver" 
April 10 -- Dessert Concert (High 
School) 
April 16 -- Solo/Ensemble State 
Contest (High School) 
April 21 -- All School Band Festival 
(Grades 4-12) 
May 5 -- All-School Choral Concert 
(Grades 3-12) 
May 10 -- Elementary Orchestra Night 
(Grades 4-5) 
May 12 -- Secondary Orchestra Night 
(Grades 6-12) 




Thank YOU for the 3,100+ labels 
YOU have helped us collect. Can WE 
make it to 4,000 by March 10? With 
YOUR help, WE can. 
1994-95 
Enrollment 
We are projecting our enrollment 
figures for the 1994-95 school year. If 
you know your student will definitely 
not be returning to PLS in the fall, 
please notify Judy Junker in the 




Graduation is coming May 22! 
Plans are underway and letters have 
been sent to each senior's family 
regarding the traditional class reception 
for students, staff, and faculty in 
Maucker Union immediately following 
graduation. This is always a great time 
for hugs, photos, fun, food, and 
congratulations. 
Families of seniors: Please be sure 
you have returned your share for the 
support of the reception by March 11, 
1994. If you have questions regarding 
the reception, please call Kathie East 
(277-8362), Elizabeth Hageman (277-
5668), or Claire Smith (266-8552). 
Families of sophomores and 
juniors: While the planning for the 
reception is done by parents of seniors, 
you are asked to help with the set up 
and serving on the afternoon of May 
22. As in the past, parents of seniors 
really appreciate the opportunity to be 
"guests" at the reception because of 
your help. Jane Doddema and Vicki 
Oleson will be calling to ask for your 
help. Please say yes!! 
We look forward to seeing the 
families of all seniors and many of the 
rest of you at the reception. 
PTP and PAC 
Nominations 
If you would like ro make 
nominations for PTP Officers or PAC 
members, please give their names to: 
Mary Fisher 266-8966, Renell Richter 
277-4685, Claire Smith 266-8552, Val 
Turner 277-0135 or Sue Will 266-7652. 
* * * * * * School * Weather 
Cancellations 
Please do not phone the school if 
you are in need of school delay or 
closing information. It will be 
broadcast on the following stations just 
as soon as a decision is made. We are 
including the radio numbers for 
assistance in locating a station.KUNI -
90.9, KFMW - 107.9, KWLO - 1330, 
KGCI - 97.7, KKCV 98.5, KBBG -
88.1, KCFI - 1250, KOKZ - 105. 7, 
KWAY -99.3, KNWS - 1090/101.9, 
and KOEL - 950/92.3. KWWL-TV is 
Channel 7 or Cable 11, KCRG-TV is 
Channel 9 or Cable 3. 




by Lynn Dykstra 
The Audio Visual Center is 
currently taking orders for color 
mezzatint prints of the PLS 
• building. The cost is $17 .50 for 
an 11 x 14" framed print or 
$12.50 unframed. Proceeds will 
go towards the purchase of 
computer scanning equipment. 
The print is currently displayed 
for viewing in the Audio Visual 
Departme~t - Room 143. Please 
contact Lynn Dykstra at 273-
2575 for more information. 
• ••••••••••••••••• 
March 1994 
Malcolm Price Laboratory School Calendar 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
1 2 3 4 5 
6:45pm -9:00 Play Prac on 3: 15pm - 9:00 S.:t Crl!w on 6:45pm -9:00 Pl11y Pra.:ti~e 6:45pm -9:00 Play Prac on ~:OOam NEIBA Jar.£ F~t 
Stag.: Stal,;..: Stage @Union 
7:00pm BBB Dist. vs 7 :OOpm BBB Substate 9:00am -12 :00 Sl!t Crew on 
winner of 2/24 @ CFHS @Marshalltown Stage 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
l :OOpm -3:00 Play prac e n GBB State 6:00pm -9:30 Play Pract on GBB State 6:00pm -9:30 Play Pract on GBB State 7:30pm Musical 
Stage 6:00pm BTR UNI Inv @ · Stage 6:00pm -9:30 Play Pract on Stage 7:30pm Musical Performance 
Dome Stag.: Performance 
6:00pm -9:30 Play Pract on 
Stage 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
2:00pm Musical GF Practice Begins BBB State BBB State BBB State BBB State BBB State 
Performance BTN Practice Begins St Patrick's Day End 3rd Quarter IHSAA Stat.: S(ll!ech Cont.:st 
BBB State 4:30pm GTR Wartburg Inv 4:30pm BTR Wartburg Inv 
GTN Practice Begins 7:00pm -9:00 Otam Oreb 
Prac 
-20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break Spring Break 
27 28 29 30 31 
Spring Break 7 :OOpm -9:00pm Cham 4:00pm GTR Dickinson 
BBB - Boys Basketball Palm Sunday Oreb Relays 
GBB - Girls Basketball 7:00pm -9:00 Otam Ch 
GF - Golf Prac BTN - Boys Tennis 8:30pm Clamber Oreb GTN - Girls Tennis 
Prac GTR - Girls Track 
2/9/ 1994 
MONDAY 
Cereal Choice offered 
every morning. 
Juice or fresh fruit every 
morning. 
All meals include milk. 




























Chicken Ala King/ 



















Fruit Strudel Stick 
.................... 
Pork & Cheese Strata 
Broccoli 







Pizza Sub Sandwich 
Baked Beans 
Fresh Fruit 































Fruit Strudel Stick 
. ................... 







Hot Ham 'n Cheese 
Sandwich 
Cole Slaw 





Beef 'n Bean Burrito 
Carrot Sticks 
Fresh Fruit 






















by Leigh 'Zeitz 
Here's the latest from the Empower 
group. For those of you who may not 
know, the Empower group is a group of 
teachers, administrators, and parents 
who are working through the New Iowa 
Schools Development Corporation 
(NISDC) Grant that we received last 
October. This group's work is 
specifically in Early Childhood 
Education area (birth through 3rd 
grade) and its task is "to examine ways 
in which a developmentally appropriate 
environment can benefit from 
appropriate technological 
interventions." 
On January 6 and 7, Linda Martin 
from AEA 7 and Leigh Zeitz went to 
Des Moines for some instruction on 
being facilitator for a group like the 
Empower group. It was a profitable 
trip because they picked up some new 
skills and had a chance to meet other 
Malcolm Price Laboratory School 
University of Northern Iowa 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 
facilitators in the NISDC program. 
On January 12, Jill Uhlenberg, 
Cheryl Timion, M.ary Guenther, and 
Leigh Zeitz drove to Iowa Falls to 
participate in a 3-hour workshop on 
Action Planning and Action Research. 
This workshop was actually being held 
in Des Moines, but NISDC scheduled it 
to be broadcast across fiberoptics 
through the Iowa Communication 
Network (ICN). It was an interesting 
experience to sit in a classroom that 
was connected with the hub site in Des 
Moines and 13 other classrooms across 
the state of Iowa. This workshop 
provided suggestions about how 
NISDC groups could create action 
plans for their schools through a 3-step 
process. The first step is to use 
interviews, observations, and school 
statistics to create a profile of the 
school concerning their area of interest 
(in our case that would be technology 
and the developmentally appropriate 
program). At the same time, the groups 
should review the research literature to 
see what is possible in that area. 
Finally, the action plans are the plans 
that the group creates to close the gap 
between what exists ( the profile) and 
what is possible (as stated in the 
research literature). 
We were pleased to hear this set of 
suggestions for action planning because 
the Empower group had been following 
that route since mid-December. At that 
time, the group had split into two 
subgroups; one to create the school 
profile and the other to review the 
literature concerning using technology 
in a developmentally appropriate 
program. Both these groups are well 
on their way and hope to have products 
from their work by early March. 
The Empower group sees their task 
as a multi-year project with this year 
being the assessment phase and next 
year beginning the implementation of 
the action plan. It will involve finding 
funding to purchase the equipment and 
software that will enhance the already 
existing developmentally appropriate 
program in the early grades at PLS. If 
you would like more information, 
please contact Leigh Zeitz at 273-5890 
or e-mail him at ZEI1Z@uni.edu. 
"UNI is an equal opportunity educator and employer with a comprehensive plan for affirmative action." 
